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INTRODUCTION
"The most bruised men, the most naked men, the most starved men, 

and who are doomed to delinquency, the men who are sick and 
imprisoned in their minds and souls are the illiterates of this planet. At 
least one billion people in this world are virtual slaves, hungry, 
controlled, sick, and are frightened by educated men, by the devil and 
his retinue.” Frank C. Laubach (1884-1970)

It is to respond to this cry of distress that a training was organized for 
pastors and church leaders at the Biblical Institute of Gaounga from 
February 9 to 12, 2021. This training was attended by 36 pastors, 14 
trainees and 7 members of the literacy office of CEE Lokpa.

Picture of the presentation of certificates to pastors and members of the Lokpa literacy office
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I- THE OBJECTIVES OF THE PROGRAM
The objectives of the program were:

• Literate Christians, so they will read the word of God daily, 
because as John Wesley said, "A people cannot grow in faith 
unless they have given themselves to reading the word of God.” 

• Literate non-Christians, so they will hear the gospel. Literacy is a 
potential opportunity for evangelism. It is a vehicle for 
communicating the gospel

II - COURSE OF THE TRAINING
The first day of the training was marked by the participation of the head 

of the Department of Linguistics, Translation and Literacy of the UEEB/SIM 
and his collaborator. Pastor Issifou had the opportunity to present the 
vision of the department and to encourage the participants. Note that 
they were with the participants all day. The second day was marked by 
the visit of the Lokpa office. President Bernard took the floor to thank the 
donors of this training and encourage the participants to put into practice 
the lessons received. 
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As for the training, it focused on the aspect : 
"Literacy as a tool for evangelization”. The trainers, in order to set the 

scene, summarily defined literacy and evangelization in these terms 

Literacy is an exercise in capacity building, evaluation and information 
exchange through reading and writing. According to the Persepolis 
Declaration (1975), it "stimulates human initiative and participation in 
the design of projects that can affect the world, transform it and define 
the goals of authentic human development. It must give access to the 
mastery of techniques and human relationships".

Evangelization is the process of proclaiming, announcing or bringing 
the good news (Romans 1:15; 2 Timothy 1:11). 

They dwelt on the reasons for illiteracy before ending with the benefits 
of developing a literacy ministry.

A- THE REASONS FOR ILLITERACY

1. Poverty (illiteracy rhymes with poverty).
2. Linguistic complexity (having several languages spoken).
3. Population growth.
4. Religious attitudes (the rise of fundamentalism).
5. Small traditions (the tradition of having literate parents promotes 

learning).
6. The high number of linguistic minorities.
7. The non-availability of written materials and the inability of the 

people concerned to read them.

B- THE BENEFITS OF DEVELOPING A LITERACY MINISTRY 

1. Literacy provides an excellent bridge for witnessing.
2. Literacy facilitates church planting.
3. Literacy helps develop the spiritual health of churches.
4. Literacy facilitates the penetration of the gospel into hostile areas. 
5. Literacy receives cooperation from non-hostile governments.
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To the question HOW TO DEVELOP ADULT LITERACY MINISTRY? The 
trainers combed through the seven (7) steps of the literacy ministry. The 
following diagram presents these steps:

1- Prepare yourself

2- Preparing the Church

3 -Prepare the program

4- Prepare the material5- Preparing teachers

6- Preparing students

7- Preparing for the next cycle
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III - SOME TESTIMONIALS DURING THE 
TRAINING

Testimony of Pastor Paul Idjalawé

My name is Paul and most of you 
call me dean because I have been 
serving the Lord as an evangelist 
and pastor for over forty (40) 
years. Today the Church considers 
me theoretically as a retiree but I 
consider myself as an active 
person because in the service of 
the Lord retirement is in heaven, 
more precisely in Paradise. During 
these years of service I 
understood very early that after 
the Bible, the syllabaries 
constituted the second most 
important physical work tool of 
my ministry just as the hoe and 
the cutter are for a farmer of our 
country.

As a door-to-door evangelist, I never went without my Bible and 
syllabaries. The literacy sessions were a bridge that allowed me to 
establish trust with the learner in order to evangelize. With my literacy 
hat on, I have always been welcomed in both Muslim and animist 
families. My great motivation is to teach a person to read in order to 
bring him to Christ. Currently I am continuing this ministry and teaching 
a group of Muslims to read in the village of Ananiga in the 
arrondissement of Bariénou, commune of Djougou.
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Testimony of Pastor Salomon of the Fooyoo Church

My name is Solomon, pastor of 
Fooyoo Church, but what I want to 
tell you happened at the Tokotoko 
village evangelistic station where I 
was sent as the first evangelist. My 
first years there were dark and 
unsuccessful. The majority of the 
population being Muslim, my 
evangelization efforts did not bear 
fruit. The opening of literacy 
classes with the youth of the 
village opened the door for me to 
establish a place of worship.
 Today when I visit this village I am 
happy to see that not only do the 
literacy activities continue, but 
also that it is the youth who 
attended my first classes who are 
leading the activities in this place 

 Today when I visit this village I am happy to see that not only do the 
literacy activities continue, but also that it is the youth who attended my 
first classes who are leading the activities in this place of worship.  I 
encourage you young pastors and evangelists to consider the ministry 
of literacy as an integral part of your ministry.

CONCLUSION
We thank the Lord for the protection of all participants. The collective 

and individual prayer, meditation and sharing sessions were a great 
spiritual blessing. We are grateful to God for the fruits of this program in 
the evangelistic stations and in the Lokpa churches. May God bless all 
the partners involved in this program.


