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I- INTRODUCTION
Literacy is, and will always be, a means by which many people can be 

reached for socio-economic development.  It makes it easy to reach 
people with the gospel and promotes the spiritual growth of the 
believer.  This ministry has proven itself in missionary work among the 
Yowa people since the first churches were planted in our region by the 
International Missionary Society (SIM). 

It is to perpetuate and support this mission that a training was 
organized for the pastors and literacy teachers of our churches at the 
UEEB-SIM Mission in Djougou from March 16 to 18, 2021. 

This training was attended by 15 pastors, 28 literacy teachers, 2 
supervisors and a couple of trainers (Daniel and Léocadie AWOLOU). 

Picture of the training of literacy actors in the Yom churches
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II- THE OBJECTIVES OF THE PROGRAM
A- GENERAL OBJECTIVES

• To bring the Yowa people in our countryside and cities to know 
how to read, write and calculate in Yoms

• To encourage Yowa to read and study the word of God through 
the reading of the Bible and other Christian literature

• To help young Yowa people who are in school to better speak 
Yom

• Help the population to preserve the values of the Yom language.

A- SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
• To train evangelist pastors and literacy teachers in the use of 

syllabics with biblical content.

III - COURSE OF THE TRAINING
The first day of the program was conducted by the General Treasurer 

and Coordinator of Literacy at Yom Churches, AMOS Abel, after the prayer 
and meditation of the word of God on the texts of:  Genesis 11:1-9, Acts 2: 
1-12 and 22: 1-2. The session of this evening was disrupted by the cut of 
electricity. This training was marked by the participation of the Executive 
Office of the Yom churches, and the head of the linguistic, translation and 
literacy department of the UEEB/SIM Issifou KOROGO. 

Picture of 
the training process
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The morning of the second day started with the distribution of the face 
masks, the prayer and the meditation of the word of God in Leviticus 11: 
20-23 by the coordinator, followed by the opening speech of the training 
by the president of the Yom Churches Office, Pastor Isaiah SARE. He 
thanked the donors of the training, the trainer and encouraged the 
participants. After his presentation, the trainer started with the teaching 
which is based on the fact that "literacy is one of the tools of 
evangelism". Literacy and evangelism were defined as follows:

Literacy is an exercise in capacity building, evaluation and information 
exchange through reading and writing. According to the Persepolis 
Declaration (1975), it "stimulates human initiative and participation in 
the design of projects that can affect the world, transform it and define 
the goals of authentic human development. It must give access to the 
mastery of techniques and human relationships".

Evangelization is the process of proclaiming, announcing or bringing 
the good news (Romans 1:15; 2 Timothy 1:11). 

They dwelt on the reasons for illiteracy before ending with the benefits 
of developing a literacy ministry.

The evening of the second day focused on the reasons for literacy 
which are none other than :

1. Poverty (illiteracy rhymes with poverty).
2. Linguistic complexity (having several languages spoken).
3. Population growth.
4. Religious attitudes (the rise of fundamentalism).
5. Small traditions (the tradition of having literate parents promotes 

learning).
6. The high number of linguistic minorities.
7. The non-availability of written materials and the inability of the 

people concerned to read them.

The third day focused on the benefits of literacy and how to develop 
this ministry.
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THE BENEFITS OF DEVELOPING A LITERACY MINISTRY 

1. Literacy provides an excellent bridge for witnessing.
2. Literacy facilitates church planting.
3. Literacy helps develop the spiritual health of churches.
4. Literacy facilitates the penetration of the gospel into hostile areas. 
5. Literacy receives cooperation from non-hostile governments.

To develop this literacy ministry, seven (07) steps were taught.

1. Prepare yourself
2. Prepare the church
3. Prepare the Program
4. Prepare the material
5. Prepare the teachers
6. Prepare the students
7. Prepare the next cycle

After that, the Coordinating Treasurer presided over the stage of the 
practice of literacy on the syllabary with biblical content.

The afternoon of the third day was marked by the taking of 
commitments from the literacy actors to develop this ministry. 

A committee of 9 members was set up to work with the coordinator to 
advance literacy in our churches.  

President: Abel AMOS
Vice President : Pierre SAKANGOWI
General Secretary: Samuel GAWA
Deputy General Secretary : Adam ALIDOU
General Treasurer : David MINGOOU
Deputy General Treasurer : Delphine WOROU
1st Organizer : Samuel SEKOU
2nd Organizer : Tahirou BONI
3rd Organizer : Daniel IMOROU
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IV - SOME TESTIMONIALS DURING THE 
TRAINING
Pastor BOUKARI WOROU Jonas (Bariénou)

When I went into God's service, I had a lot of things at home, like 
plantations. Some people in my family told me that I was getting into 
a life of suffering. One of my sisters told me that I was finished like 
that. But I didn't listen to anyone and I left. Today when I sit down and 
look around, I see that all those who were talking are not above me 
at all. The Lord has blessed me. All of this is to say that choosing to 
work for God does not mean that you are foolish.

After this phase, the trainer proceeded to the delivery of the 
certificates of the training. 

The president of the Bureau of Yom Churches, Pastor Esaïe SARE, after a 
brief exhortation, pronounced the closing of the training at 5:45 pm.

Picture of the presentation of certificates to pastors and members of the YOM literacy office



If I am a Christian today, I can say 
that it is the fruit of two major 
facts: first, literacy and second, the 
radio messages. I lived in a 
remote countryside, not to say in 
the bush. I was not only a simple 
Muslim but also the muezzin. But 
at some point I found a small 
book in Yom entitled "The 
Miraculous Works of Jesus". 
Someone had taught me to read 
the Yom a little earlier. With that 
little bit I started to read this 
booklet. And then I started 
listening to the messages on the 
radio. That's how I found myself in 
Christ.  So teaching people to read 
is very important. Literacy is 
definitely one of the most powerful 
tools to bring people to Jesus. 

At the time DEDRAS-ONG had set up its literacy project, I was a leader in 
my church. Many people came to Christ through this project. Most of 
those who became Christians at that time were those who had learned 
to read the Yom. They are to this day and even lead the church. And 
when the project stopped, I was wondering how we were going to find an 
initiative like this so that other souls could be saved. That is why I am very 
proud today for this initiative that we are taking right now. May the Lord 
help us to move forward with this initiative!
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Madame OUOROU Delphine (Gosso)

One day, our pastor gave a 
message in the church and the 
gist of it was: you who say you 
have faith, what is the work of said 
faith? What is it actually for? This 
message touched me so much 
that I said to myself that I must 
also find a work for my faith, that it 
must finally have a use for the 
Church. And so, from that day on, I 
resolved to teach young people to 
read the Yom. This is how I started. 
I started with 17 young people but 
afterwards some of them went to 
Nigeria. 

 So I asked the rest of them: you who are staying, do you want us to 
continue? Are you ready to go all the way with me? They all said yes. 
When we went on, at a certain point some of them started to read a little 
bit and they left us, they didn't come anymore. I did my best to bring 
them back but they didn't come back and I said to myself that it doesn't 
matter, the little they received is important. Many of them read the bible 
themselves today. We stayed afterwards with 3 learners (all children) 
and I said to myself that I will continue with the 3. It is to draw the 
attention of each one to the fact that one should not wait to have a very 
important number to do this work. Even if it's one or two people that we 
have, we have to do the work.
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We address our sincere 
thanks to all the participants 
here present who have 
accepted to come here to 
receive this beautiful training. 
We have been thinking about 
this training for a long time 
and now the Lord has given 
us grace and opened the 
doors for this training to take 
place. We say thank you to 
God.

Our thanks also go to our 
colleague, the trainer who 
has ardently given himself to 
do this great work that will 
surely help all our churches.

We pray that the Lord blesses him more and strengthens him and his 
wife for the mission they are leading for the development of the Yom 
community in particular and the word of God in general.

We want to encourage all of you here present, we who have received 
this training, to give ourselves body and soul and together of course to 
put into practice all that we have received so that the Church can move 
forward and our loved ones, our brothers and sisters, can read. This will 
do a phenomenal good to our community. So may the Lord give us the 
strength to do this work.

We thank you again on behalf of the Yom Church Office, the entire UEEB 
and SIM who have contributed so much to the realization of this training. 
We are particularly grateful to SIM for providing the financial means for 
this training and for their collaboration. Thank you very much to SIM for 
its efforts in the advancement of God's work.

So here ends this training session. As we have all committed ourselves 
to this noble work, we would like to remind everyone that this is not the 
end here. We will continue periodically with other trainings and meetings 
on the same momentum.

May the Lord bless us and may he accompany everyone safely home.
and safe at home. Thank you for your time!

A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE YOM 
CHURCH OFFICE, PASTOR ESAÏE SARE PIERRE
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V- CONCLUSION
We want to say thanks to God who gave us this training. Our thanks to 

SIM and to the different contributors.
The commitments of the participants plus the testimonies that we 

heard give us hope that the Yom Church will revive its old methods 
which are good and current which are literacy. 

We pray to God to raise people of good will to do or support this noble 
mission.
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