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INTRODUCTION
"The most bruised people on this planet, the naked, the hungry, the 

fallen among thieves, the sick, the imprisoned in mind and soul, are the 
1,200 million illiterates . . . At least a billion are virtual slaves. . . hungry, 
driven, diseased, afraid of educated men in this world and demons in 
the next." -Frank C. Laubach (1884-1970)

It is in response to this cry of distress that Literacy Benin has struggled 
to organize activities despite the context of the pandemic.

BEFORE THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
As part of the capacity building of new evangelists, a training on 

evangelism through literacy was organized. This training was held at the 
Biblical Institute of Gaounga from March 3 to 6, 2020. It saw the 
participation of 26 evangelist pastors, 7 supervisors and 2 trainers.

Picture of the training on evangelism through literacy
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Testimony of Pastor Abel PAAJAAM
Kala-ji is a village located in the 
district of Manigri in the commune 
of Bassila. After my four-year 
training at the Biblical Institute of 
Gaounga (Djougou-Bariénou), my 
wife and I were sent to this village 
to evangelize on June 5, 2019. The 
first difficulty was the lack of 
housing. We had been able to 
negotiate a small abandoned hut 
at the bottom of the village. This 
hut being abandoned and located 
in the bush, was a nest of snakes 
and scorpions. This state of affairs 
meant that almost every day we 
received these harmful animals 
as visitors in this little hut. I started 
my ministry with literacy and 
door-to-door visits.

At the end of the training, evangelistic pastors and supervisors were 
given technical tools that enable them to:

1. Develop a transcription guide in the Lokpa language;
2. Identify the structure of the learner's manual;
3. Clear the structure of the teaching guide;
4. Develop a reading/writing instructional sheet;
5. Develop a math/management instructional sheet;
6. Use the management tools of a literacy center ;
7. To be able to witness to Christ in order to bring the learner to meet 

the Lord.

As for the supervisors, they were equipped to :
1. Use the monitoring and management tools of a literacy center;
2. Using participatory evaluation tools in a literacy center ;
3. Develop a mid-term report of the centers monitored.
4. To advise the masters in their charge.

During the training, the evenings were reserved for the testimonies and 
sharing of the evangelists in order to pray for each of them and to 
encourage them for the work that is being done in these villages. In 
order not to be long, we have chosen to translate three testimonies of 
these evangelists:
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We are very grateful to the Lord Jesus for the things that have been 
accomplished in such a short time. Nowadays every Sunday at least 100 
to 120 people (including children) gather to hear the word of God under 
the trees. Within three months, about ten (10) of them could read a Bible 
text. The literacy classes continue and seven of these new readers have 
become teachers to help others. We have planned with the new converts 
to build a place of worship. Thank you for supporting us in your prayers.

Testimony of Pastor Michel IDJALAWÉ 
After my Bible studies at the Gaounga Bible Institute, I was assigned on 
October 1, 2019 to a small community in the village of Téou-kpara 
located in the district of Sanson. To my great surprise, I noticed at my first 
service with this community which had 25 members, that only one 
person had his Bible in his hands and it was only him who could read. 
That's why I started my ministry with literacy classes. We first opened a 
class of 17 learners. These learners quickly grew and some of these 
learners went on to train as teachers. Today we have 33 people in our 
community and we are very encouraged by the number of 
commitments for the baptism classes. Please continue to pray for us.

Animation of a literacy class by Pastor Michel IDJALAWÉ 
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 We have received a seed fund from LEI Tulsa to complete the first 5 
lessons of each application. We want to continue and are praying for 
funding for further project activities.

Discover the whole project here: 
https://literacybenin.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Literacy-throu
gh-mobile-applications-project.pdf

AFTER THE INSTALLATION OF THE COVID-19 
PANDEMIC.
LITERACY THROUGH MOBILE APPLICATIONS PROJECT

The closure of places of worship, 
schools and universities in our 
country due to the pandemic has 
raised enormous concerns among 
the population. Literacy Benin is 
committed to finding sustainable 
solutions that will impact not only 
Benin but also French-speaking 
Africa. We have therefore initiated 
a project that consists of 
transforming volumes 1, 2 and 3 of 
the French syllabary into mobile 
applications and developing a 
mobile French training application 
based on the French syllabary 
activity book. This project focuses 
on the people of French-speaking 
Africa, (nearly 95 million people 
estimated in 2016). Currently, 9 of 
the 10 countries with the highest 
illiteracy rate in the world are in 
Africa and 5 of them are in 
Francophone Africa. 
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IMPLANTATION OF NEW CHURCHES.

The fight against Voodoo
In Ephesians Paul speaks about the armor of the warrior, saying “Put on 
the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms.” Ephesians 6:11-12. 

During the last few months, the small church of Kaya in Sanson district 
has been experiencing this struggle. Indeed, only 30 meters away from 
this church a Voodoo priest decided to plant a voodoo temple. Voodoo 
is a religion of occult practices that originated in Benin and is still widely 
practiced in Benin and Togo. The members of the Kaya church, unable to 
protest violently against the planting of the Voodoo temple, decided to 
pray for the destruction of the temple. The Lord listened to their prayers 
as the temple collapsed and buried many of the idols. Only two idols 
remain that were built in front of the temple. It is a victory against the 
devil, but the members of the Kaya church are praying for the Holy Spirit 
to convert and transform the life of the voodoo priest. We know that 
Benin is the cradle of voodoo and my fellow Christians have to fight 
every day against the dominations and tricks of the devil in all its forms.

Church of Kaya
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Bible reading clubs
The trips to the villages to follow up on the literacy activities and to 

encourage the members of the field team, allowed us to see that the 
strategy of planting Bible reading clubs has worked a lot, especially 
since the churches were closed for a few months because of the 
pandemic. A member of the Bible reading clubs in the village of Kaya 
testifies :

The following table shows the number of participants in the Bible 
reading clubs by age group

"During the closure of the 
churches, and to avoid the 

repression of the authorities 
against our small church, we 

asked our Bible reading clubs 
to meet in homes to read the 
Bible and to allow those who 

cannot read to listen to the 
Word of God. Several clubs 

functioned and kept our 
church members awake until 

the opening. We thank the 
Lord for this."

Age groups Men

15-20 years old 837

20-35 years old 628

35-45 years old 316

45 and over 139

Women

953

734

421

205

Total

1790

1362

737

344

Total 1920 2313 4233
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF LITERACY BENIN

Designation 

Contribution
from the Ministry

of the Awolou
Family account

Amount

$5,138

Comments 

Church planting,
Monitoring and supervision 

of literacy classes

Contribution
from LEI Tulsa $2,800

The storeroom

Contribution
of the Local
Churches

$3,640

This is an estimate
of the funds used by the

churches to feed the
participants in the different

TTWs.

$400
This is the amount of 

primers sold. 
It will be used for reprinting.

Women

Participants in the Bible reading clubs by age group
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  $2,000 seed fund for Literacy 
Through Mobile Applications Project. 
$800 for help Literacy & Evangelism 
Benin to go through the pandemic 

crisis.
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OUR PROJECTIONS FOR 2021
1. The achievement of projects initiated in 2020, especially the Literacy 

Through Mobile Applications Project. 

2. The construction of Primers in Sola language and Baatonu Language.

3. The construction of French as a Second Language Program (Book 3).

4. The opening of new classes in Lokpa , Yom, Fulani, Dendi and French 
languages.

5. The reedition and printing of the Fulani primers

6. The design and implementation of innovative projects based on 
Literacy and aimed at the acquisition of skills related to the needs and 
wishes of the learners. (Literacy as a means to improve relationship with 
God and to be useful to community).

THANKS AND PRAYERS
We thank the Lord for his blessings on the ministry we are doing 

together with you in Benin. We have just received a fund to print a little 
more than 600 copies of book 2 of the Lokpa primers. The printing 
activities will begin soon. We also thank the Lord for his protection during 
this very difficult time we are all going through.

THANK YOU FOR PRAYING FOR...
1. Newly planted churches so that members are strengthened and the 

literacy activities that take place in these villages can help the learners 
to know Jesus Christ. 

2. The ministry activities that we carry out together with you in Benin and 
in French-speaking African countries. Pray more specifically for the 
financing of our mobile applications and interactive platform projects.  

CONCLUSION
In these difficult times, the epistle to the Philippians teaches us that : 

"Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such 
things." - Philippians 4:8, New International Version.


