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Dear Partners in Prayer.
The apostle Paul said in Romans 8:18 this: “I consider that the 

sufferings of this present time cannot be compared with the glory to 
come that will be revealed for us.”  

My fellow Africans and especially Beninese have not escaped the 
suffering that the world as a whole is going through. Economic gloom, 
hunger and the loss of loved ones are the lot of every citizen. But as 
Christians, the glory that will be revealed to us must be a subject of joy 
that allows us to move forward in life.

During these last months, despite the difficulties related to the sadness 
we had with the departure of Don in Heaven, Leocadie and I were able to 
travel to 37 villages for our literacy activities. Leocadie gave herself to 
the training of women on hygiene and nutrition for children and we 
organized together workshops for the training of teachers.
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 Thanks to these literacy classes, I can read fluently.   I just bought a 
Bible and every night I read it out loud so that my children and husband 
can listen. My husband and children are currently following me in 
church and my husband has given himself to learning to read.  I have 
committed to teaching my first three children to read and the Bible.

During our visits to the villages we have been blessed with many 
testimonies from our learners. We have translated some of them here :

LEARNERS' TESTIMONIALS

ALFARA CLARISSE OF KALAAJI
Upon his arrival in our village, the 

evangelist informed us of his desire 
to help us learn to read in Lokpa, our 
mother tongue. My curiosity and 
desire to learn to read in my mother 
tongue led me to join his class. At 
the end of each class the evangelist 
read a text from the Bible. It was 
through these readings that I 
listened to the word of God and one 
evening I accepted Jesus as my 
savior and Lord. Actually my 
husband and I were animists and we 
recently came to this village in 
search of fertile land since we are 
farmers.

ABRAHAM BENEDICT OF KALAAJI
At a very young age I dropped out 

of formal school in the second grade 
(3 years old in elementary school). 
This early dropout did not allow me 
to learn to read and write. My 
husband and I were non-practicing 
Christians in the Catholic Church 
before we came to this village. The 
opening of literacy classes at the 
church has facilitated our 
integration into this evangelical 
church. Now I can read and write in 
Lokpa, my mother tongue.
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This project that began over five (5) years ago has come a long way. 
Indeed, at the end of 2017, we finished the elaboration of the first book 
and devoted the beginning of 2018 to the training of teachers and the 
opening of some test classes. Rev. Don Edic visited us in Benin, in July 
2018 and together we went through the villages and evaluated the 
teachers and students. He used this opportunity to exchange with the 
teachers on various teaching techniques and approaches. After this 
tour in the villages, we organized a small workshop to correct and 
finalize the second book. This second book started to be used in our 
different literacy classes from 2019.

FRENCH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (FSL) 
BOOKS.

I enrolled and I can read and write now.  Today I read the Bible every 
day and I am not afraid of sickness and death anymore because I 
discovered in this Bible that death is a gain. I have committed myself 
to tell my loved ones about the gospel so that they will know the 
salvation I have received.   

KAHAMPAOU TCHILAALOU
I came from Togo to seek healing 

in this village of Tokotoko in Benin. In 
spite of the care of the traditional 
healers, I could not obtain 
satisfaction. It was then that a 
brother of this church asked me to 
come to the church so that the 
faithful and the pastor pray for me. 
After several prayer sessions were 
held for me, I was healed. In order to 
get a perfect and spiritual healing, 
the pastor asked me to enroll in a 
literacy course to learn how to read 
the Bible.

 I have a Bible that we read as a family. In terms of responsibilities, I 
teach other women in our church who want to learn to read and write in 
Lokpa. I have become the first women's leader of this local church. I 
attend the different regional meetings and I give them the reports of 
these meetings. In addition, I keep the register of their activities at the 
local level.
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PRAYER TOPICS
- Pray for the learners in our literacy classes that more souls will come 

to Christ.
- Pray for funding for the printing of Book 1 and Book 2 of French as a 

Second Language.
- Pray for funding for the printing of the Fulani primers.
- Prayer for the development of the primers in the Sola and Baatonu 

languages 

The late Rev. Don was supposed to return to Benin for the evaluation of 
this second book and to harmonize the correction of the third book when 
the Corrona Virus pandemic stopped everything.  Today Don is in heaven 
but the burning desire of the students to learn French in our literacy 
classes does not leave us indifferent. We must pray that the Lord will 
provide for the printing of books 1 and 2 because learning French is an 
open window on the environment that surrounds our students. French 
being the official language of Benin, it is indispensable to communicate 
in our multi-language context, to face social inequalities and to read and 
understand the Bible.  Note that the cost of printing per book is $5.

FSL Book 1 FSL Book 2
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